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From Salisbury-ftreet, Fanmary ¢, 


Cannot too much wonder ata 

Cuftom as old as the World, 

but never more in Fafhion 

than in the prefent Age. A 

Man is not look’d upon for 
what Excellency is lodg’d in his 
Mind, but is valued according to 
the Wealth he enjoys: Inftances of 
this kind are as common as the Ri. 
fing of the Sun. I took the firft No- 
tion of the Scheme from my two 
young Nephews, who invited mea 
while ago to fee their {ports at break- 
ng up, which gave me very fine 
Ideas of the different Humours of 
the times. They, with their Com- 
penions, chofe from among them- 
felves Judges, Magiftrates, &c. and 
ordered Laws tobe put in Execution 
againit all Riots, forbidding any of 


their School.Fellows under fevere 





Penalties to mect at their Games in 
any Number exceeding five. Un- 
der pretence of the Breach of thefe 
Rules feveral were feized and com- 
mitted to Prifon for rifing in Mobs 
to difturb the publick Peace as they 
called it. One more witty than the 
reft boafted that if he had a Confe- 
rence with the Judge, he could prove 
to him that he was taken up wrong- 
fully, and did not come within the 
Aét. The Prifoner was fent for, who 
appeared in the Habit of a Criminal 
with his Hands bound and Feet in 
Fetters. He alledg’d abundance of 
Examples to maintain what he had 
done. Racan (the Judge) told him 
that he would fhew the true Reafon 
of his Commitment; but he could 
not undeceive the Prifoner, who 
continued to vindicate his Innocency, 
and {poketo the Bench. Here is, 


without doubr, Gentlemen, faid he, 
a very ftrange way of difputing. You 
ga ft 





( 242 ) 


fir at eafe among the Counfellors,and 
{peak like an Oracle, and as it were 
from Apollo's Tripod. But as for me, 
1 am proftrate upon the Ground,and 
forc'd to plead my Cafe in Irons, 
without Council, Brother (replyed 
Racan) there 4s nothing in it but 
what you deferve ; fince after you 
have been freed from the Offence of 
one Infurrcétion, you fell into ano- 
ther; a furious Spirit makes you ap- 
pear with fuch Liveries for a Ter- 
rorto others. The Prifoner wanted 
no Words. He had made a very 
judicious Reflection, and feafon’d it 
with a great deal of Temper; but 
he had too great a Confidence, or 
rather was too rafh to believe that if 
he could but be permitted to difpute 
with the Magiftrates, and before the 


Affembly, he might vindicate him- 
felf. Toexpect fuch a thing, it is 
not enough to be in the right, one 
muft befides “% for an extraordi- 


nary Miracle; becaufe, according to 
the ufual Courfe of Matters, it does 
not appear that a Prifoner can con- 
found fuch Adverfaries as fpeak to 
him with the greateft Contempt,and 
who have on their fide an outward 
Pomp, and all the Company prepof- 
fefs'd againft the Prifoner. 1 know 
very well chat the Youth did not 
maintain a very good Caufe, but I 
believe if he had efpous'd as good an 
Intereft as Racan he would have been 
clear’d. The Match was not even, 
the Arms were too unequal. Little 
Racan fate in an honourable Place, 
and was furrounded with Marks of 
Favour. He fpoke for a Caufe pro- 
teéted by Power, and again a Fac& 


in Difgrace His Antagonift was 
cloathed in Rags in the Pofture of a 
Criminal. A very notable Reafon 
alledged by the Prifoner in fuch Cir- 
cumftances,would not have ballanc’d 
a very indifferent one brought by 
Racan, with all the Weight and Em- 
phafis of a Youth fitting upon a kind 
ofa Tribunal. This Allution comes 
in very well with the Cafe of Regius 
and the Prieft at Inge/ffadt, If Regius 
had difputed againit that Pricit in 
quire different Circumftances from 
the Difpute of Augsburg ; if he had 
been in Chains, and if the Prieft had 
fire on a Cufhion among the Sena- 
tors, the Affair would have ended 
with Regivs’s Banifhment, or fome- 
thing worfe. He had been look’d 
upon asa Caviller who wrefted the 
Holy Scriptures ; and the Prieft had 
been admir’d as a faithful Interpre- 
ter ofthem. Strength and Ability 
with the Smiles of Countenance 
bring off many Men froma bad 
Caufe with Reputation. Regius was 
favoured by his Prince, who being 
ask’d at his Return, whether he. had 
brought anv thing of great Value, 
and of a new Fafhion, as the other 
Princes had done, he anfwer’d, I 
have an incomparable Treafure, 
which will be of great ufe to my 
State, and which I prefer to all forts 
of Delights ; he meant Regivs, And 
when the City of Augsburg requefted 
of him that he would sane them 
that Divine, he declared that he 
could as well part with his Eyes as 
with him. The Words of a Fool 
in Favour have a greater Force than 
thofe fpoke by an unhappy wife 
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Man. Pliny the Younger is very ex- 
cellent upon this Point befides abun- 
dance of other Authors ; but I omit 
all thofe common Topicks, and fhall 
only obferve, that where-ever we 
look we may fee the Morals of the 
Youths in this Story very naturally 
defcrib'd. 





Pic my Houfe in Se James's Square, 
January 6, 


Tiere isa very unbecoming Ha- 

bit practifed among fome Per. 
fons of Figure ; they talk loud in the 
Streets by way of Ornament. My 
Method is to reform by Example, 
to {peak {-idom, and then with fuch 
alow Voice, that none fhall hear 
but the Company Iam in. This I 
publith for che Benehr of the World, 
and nor out of vain Glory. I have 
cur’d feveral who have had a great 
Imperfection in being too talkative, 
and making Morions cither byknock- 
ing their Snuff Boxes, fhaking their 
Fans, or fome other filly Action ftill 
more ridiculous. A Letter fign’d 
from under my Hand with fome 
Threats has brought many People 
to be filent for Hours together, who 
before were {carce ever cbferved to 
fit ftilla Minute without beginning 
fome headlefs Tale, or crowding in 
a heap of fenfelefs Words. 1 have 
taken notice,that fince the Town has 
begun to read thefe Leffons (which I 
call myEpifiles) for the Government 
af the Tongue, fome of my Corre- 
fpondents have rid in their Coaches, 
and fate at home in Company with- 
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out interrupting a good Difcourfe 
upon the Delivery of ir. The Epi- 
ftles have fuch a peculiar Vertue, 
that if you read them with defign to 
begin a Narrative, they immediately 
check the Refolution, and make you 
confider whether it is Sence or well- 
laid ; ifnot, you adjourn the Story 
till you have learnt it more perfeét- 
ly, and know the time when to bring 
itin. There is indeed a great deal 
owing to the Temper of the Per- 
fons. It is in vain to deliver thefe 
Inftru€tions to thofe who are over- 
come with the Strength of Wine, or 
the Violence of Patlion, or to any 
who have nor the ufe of Reafon; 
but I believe I fhall have in a little 
while an Antidote, which will be 
effectual for the Cure of the weakeft 
brain’d Coxcomb, or even fuch as 
have run ftark-mad with Pride. Se- 
veral have already made ufe of me, 
and taken the Draught by way of 
Prevention. What they moft mif- 
like issmy Prefcriptions of confining 
them to their Chambers or Beds for 
two Days, from Converfation four, 
and to ftudy Divinity, Philofophy 
and Phyfick three Mornings in every 
Week, for fix Months fucceflively. 
There are four pretty Gentle- 
men and Ladies in one Houfe, who 
fent for me to advife upon this im- 
portant Affiir. They being in a 
very ill Humour when I came to 
them (as Guilt always makes People 
fower) would needs have me into a 
dark Room before they would come 
to Confeiiion. 1 defired I might on- 
ly have time to fend for my Thrce- 
corner'd Cap and tufted Mantle, 
which 
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which I always drefS in when I give 
Abfolution in dangerous Cafes. They 
faid they would grane me that Li- 
berty, provided | would not write 
down when I came home the exact 
account they fhould give me of their 
manner of Lite. | told them,Doctors 
of my Profetiion did not come upon 
Articles of Agreement. It was al- 
ways left totheir Difcretion to know 
what Pennance,, either Publick or 
Private ought to be impos'd upon 
their Penitentiaries. At lait] brought 
them co my ‘Terms, pretty Mrs. dann 
declared, that fhe had for feveral 
Years together fpent three or four 
Hours every Morning at her Dref- 
fing Glofs,in humouring more than a 
hundred different Actions very un- 
becoming ; for fometimes her Head 


would be rurn’d behind her Shoul- 


ders, and a wry Mputh made at her 
felf, with feveral other fuch antick 


Tricks. I difparch’d her, and call'd 
up her Sifter Judith, She faid,when 
fhe was alone, her frequent Cultom 
was to fall back to the lower end of 
the Room, and make Courtelies to 
her own Image, and then advance 
forwards with a kind of a Dance, 
like Punchenello in the Creation of the 
World. The two Brothers came up 
in their turns. Mr. Femy, who is 
near Twenty one Years of Age, 
gave me an Account, that he allow d 
himfelf every Day near two Hours 
for picking his Teeth, paring his 
Nails, and wafhing his Hands,before 
his Valet de Chambre came to dref3 
him. I fent him away, and bid 4n- 
thony appear. ‘He told me the fame 


Story, only with fome worfe Circum. 
tances that are not proper to be 
nam'd. Having thus beard all their 
particular Confeilions, they defired 
me to be tavourible in patting Sen- 
tence. [told them I could nor do it, 
nor proceed to give Abiolution by 
the Power I had received when I en. 
ter'd into Orders,till I faw their Mo- 
tions perfectly pertorm’d before me 
by Candle Light. For till then I 
could not becop.ble of giving my 
Judgment in Matrers of fuch Impor- 
tance ; becaule (fard 1) fome Action 
may be performed much more un- 
handfomly than others. As foon as 
the Room was illuminatcd, what 
with the Varicty of their Carriage, 
and the Looking Glatics which were 
placed round the Chamber, which 
gave different Reflections to eve ry 
Objedt 5 never Man was more fur- 
priz'd than my felt. Pray Gentle. 
folks (faid 1) not a quarter fo much 
Imitation ot Mery Andrews. You’! 
certainly raife Dr, Fauftus, and bring 
him into our Company. Woat 
you mean by mimicking Apes? 
Hung ott my Habit of Confeflor. and 
would fain have made an Efcape, 
but found the Doors were lock’d. 
Mrs. 4nn_ demanded my Opinion 
how thofe Graces (as they call'd 
them) became their Perfons. I made 
Anfwer, I thought all Beaury | 
loft its force; for | could only « 
pare them to the Pictures hung « 
at Snow Hill, which had nothing 
Deformity in their Afpeéts, 
feem’d to be difguis'd with ¢ 
thing that look’d de/picable. 
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